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Pitcher perfect
Jugs are the subject of silversmith David
Clarke’s first solo exhibition in Sweden.
Clarke says In Flux, which will be held at
Nutida Svenska Silver in Stockholm from
1-26 September, came about because of
his teaching at the nearby Konstfack
University. The jugs, which are often
mass produced and sourced from places
like eBay before he transforms them into
new objects, appealed because they
represent an ‘average silversmithing
object but something that we really share
and move across the table.’ In the process
Clarke has played with function. ‘It really
amazes me through the production of
tableware how badly things pour,’ he says.
As a result of his work, some pour much
better than they used to, while others
dribble worse than before. 
www.misterclarke.wordpress.com 

Sweet symphony
Architectural sculptor Geoffrey Preston
is currently exhibiting at the Royal Albert
Memorial Museum & Art Gallery in
Exeter. A Symphony of Curves, which 
runs until 11 November, illustrates how 
he makes his decorative plasterwork,
displaying everything from design
drawings to large decorative panels, as
well as photographs of some of his most
important commissions. There’s also 
a chance to see the tools he uses, along
with materials and examples of work in
progress. The centre piece of the show
though is an exuberant Rococo ceiling.
Preston studied at Hornsey College of 
Art before becoming a founding director
of two of the country’s most respected
conservation companies. He set up his
own studio in 2000. 
www.geoffreypreston.co.uk VA
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Euro champions
We don’t want to get jingoistic but it
would be remiss not to mention how
many entries the UK put forward for the
European Prize for Applied Arts. The
Triennial, held in Mons, Belgium until 
9 September, received a whopping 550
applications from 33 countries. These
were then whittled down to 86, with the
UK having the second largest cohort of 
17 finalists. Sadly it didn’t walk away with
the major prizes – although glass artist
Bruno Romanelli received a special
commendation from a jury that included
Crafts Council executive director Rosy
Greenlees. Instead, the Masters Prize 
was won by French metal artist Jean-
Louis Hurlin, while the Young Talent
Prize (for artists under 30) was 
picked up by Flora Vagi from Hungary. 
www.wcc-bf.org

Clockwise from top left: 
Geoffrey Preston at work;
Ala Pervinca brooch, 
Flora Vagi, book pages,
cold enamel, 18 ct gold, 
13 x 10 cm, 2011; 
In Flux collection (detail),
David Clarke, silver-plated
nickel, silver, pewter, 2012


